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CONPIDENTIAL BERLIN 5044 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, GE, UR, Cl 

SUBJ: GDR JOURNALIST ON THE CORVALAN EXCHANGE 

1 . EAST BERLIN PAPERS JANUARY 7 CARRY TEXT OP A LETTER 
DATED JANUARY 3 PROM CHILEAN CP GENERAL SECRETARY LUIS 
CORVALAN TO SED GENERAL SECRETARY HONECKER, THANKING 
THE GDR POR ITS SOLIDARITY. CORVALAN CHARACTERIZES GDR 
SUPPORT AS APPLICATION BY THE SED OF THE PRINCIPLE OF 
PROLETARIAN INTERNATIONALISM. AT THE SAME TIME HE NOTES 
THAT SED SUPPORT HAD HELPED NOT JUST HIS PARTY BUT THE 
ENTIRE UNIDAD POPULAR. 
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2. COMMENT: THE CORVALAN EXHCNAGE HAS CAUSED CONFUSION 
AND DISAGREEMENT AMONG GDR PROPAGANDA OPFICIALS, 
ACCORDING TO A JOURNALIST PROM EAST BERT, IN WEEKLY 
BERLINER ZEITUNG (BZ), IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY 
OPFICER JANUARY 6. THE JOURNALIST REPORTS THAT BZ 
EDITORS HAD WAITED OVER A WEEK POR THE FIRST PHOTOS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF CORVALAN IN MOSCOW AND HAD BEEN ELUMMOXED AT THE 
DPT, AY. ANOTHER BZ CORRESPONDENT IN MOSCOW HAD THEN 
RELAYED THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATION TO HIS EDITORS. 
CORVALAN HAD APPARENTLY BEEN ENRAGED AT THE EXCHANGE 
FOR BUKOVSKY, FEELING THAT BEING EQUATED WITH THE 
SOVIET DISSIDENT DENIGRATED HIS IMPORTANCE. HE HAD 
FUMED FOR A WEEK BEFORE BEING CONVINCED BY HIGH LEVEL 
SOVIET REPRESENTATIVES TO COME TO MOSCOW. 

3. THE BZ MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT HAD HEARD THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAD GONE ALONG WITH THE EXCHANGE PRIMARILY TO 
PREVENT A SPLIT IN CHILEAN COMMUNIST PARTY LEADERSHIP. 
ACCORDING TO THE CORRESPONDENT, DISAGREEMENT HAD 
DEVELOPED BETWEEN CHILEAN CP GROUPS IN EAST BERLIN AND 
MOSCOW. WITH CORVALAN FREE AND IN MOSCOW, THE SOVIETS 
REASONED, FRACTIONAL STRIFE WITHIN THE PARTY WOULD END 
AS CORVALAN REESTABLISHED A CLEAR CHAIN OF COMMAND 
FROM MOSCOW. 

4. THE BZ lOURNALIST SAID THAT GDR NEWSPAPERS HAD BEEN 
UNDER STRICT ORDERS NOT TO LINK THE RELEASES OF 
CORVALAN AND BUKOVSKY. SOME ON THE BZ STAFF HAD 
QUESTIONED THIS TACTIC, FEARING THE SED WOULD SUFEER 
A SERIOUS LOSS OE CREDIBILITY SINCE GDR CITIZENS WOULD 
LEARN OF THE EXCHANGE THROUGH FRG TELEVISION. THE 
JOURNLIST SAID THAT THE GDR COULD NOT WAIVER FROM 
THE MOSCOW LINE ON CORVALAN, HOWEVER, SINCE GDR 
NEWSPAPERS CIRCULATED FREELY IN THE SOVIET UNION.POLANSKY 
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